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The Chesapeake and Potomac 
Telephone Company MATTER OF: 

DIOEST : 
Protest that National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration's acquisition methodology set 
forth in the solicitation is overly restric- 
tive and not based upon proper evaluation of 
alternative methods for procuring the subject 
telecommunications system, filed after the 
closing time for the receipt of proposals, is 
untimely since it concerns apparent solicita- 
tion improprieties and, thus, had to be 
raised before that time. 

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company protests 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA) 
Request for Technical Proposals No. W-l0-34654/HWD, on the 
grounds that the agency's acquisition methodology set forth 
in the solicitation is overly restrictive and not based 
upon proper evaluation of alternative methods for procuring 
the telecommunications system covered by the solicitation. 

We dismiss the protest. 

The solicitation, which was issued August 12, 1985, 
required that proposals be submitted by 2:30 p.m. on 
September 30. We received this protest at 3:31 p.m. on 
September 3 0 .  Our Bid Protest Regulations require that a 
protest based on an alleged impropriety that is agparent 
prior to the closing date set for receipt of proposals be 
filed before the time set for receipt. 4 C.F.H. 
S 21.2(a)(l) (1985); - see Interactive Systems Corporation, 
B-200218, Oct. 6, 1980, 80-2 C.P.D. ll 245. Since NASA's 
acquisition methodology was apparent on the face of the 
solicitation, the protest, filed after proposals were 
received, is untimely. 

obert M. Strong 
Associate General Counsel 




